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York St John University, Module Director (2021-22):

• Historicizing the Contemporary (MA in Contemporary Literature)

• Gothic Origins (Level 6, BA in English Literature)

• Research Now 1: Literature and Satire (Level 6, BA in English Literature)

• Dawn of Print (Level 5, BA in English Literature)

• Gothicism, Romanticism and Revolution (Level 5, BA in English Literature)

• Theorizing Literature (Level 4, BA in English Literature)



Rationale for Worksheets:

• Provide specific materials for discussion within the seminar in an accessible 
format.

• Facilitate self-directed enquiry-based learning.

• Provide a flexible structure for the session.

• Provide the conditions for multiple directions of travel, many unprescribed 
by the worksheet.



Worksheet 
Structure

• Initial Activity (each student shares an 
observation)

• Series of primary/secondary extracts (often 
expanding on lecture extracts) with 
accompanying activities (variations on 
comprehension and hints for further 
discission)

• Final Discussion: Debate/Action Learning Set

• Non-Linear/Adaptive



Student feedback

Worksheets consistently singled out as Module Strengths in mid-module and end 
of module evaluations

Students note:

• They appreciate the structure

• Seminars feel organized

• Worksheets are useful for revision and further enquiry

• Reduce anxiety and make it easier to participate



2020: “Blended 
Learning”

Two new formats of seminar teaching:

• Socially distant on-campus seminars
(50mins, 2-meter social distancing, 
mandatory masks). No printed worksheets.

• Remote emergency online teaching (2-hour 
Teams seminar, pre-Break Out Rooms, plus 
Moodle Structure Open Learning Activities)



Moodle page. Gothic Origins, 2020-21. 



Online Seminar Worksheet

• Worksheets shorter, slightly more prescriptive

• All students asked to do read the worksheet and make notes on the 
activities in advance 

• Worksheets praised in end of module evaluations, with specific comments 
about the advantages of preparing for discussion in advance



Seminar Preparation Worksheet. 
Gothic Origins, 2020-21.



Spring 2021: Fully Online 

New single format of seminar teaching:

• Two Hour Teams Seminar with Breakout Rooms

Online seminar worksheet:

• More expansive (not limited by paper)

• Students asked to prepare in advance

• Students given longer extracts to discuss in Breakout Rooms.



Online Seminar Worksheet. 
Gothicism, Romanticism and 
Revolution, 2021-22.



2021-22

All teaching returns to campus

I have used:

• Expansive worksheets adapted from Spring 2021. Designed with pre-seminar and 
seminar facilitation in mind. 

• Student encouraged to read and make notes on activities in advance 

• Worksheets again praised, discussions where students have engaged with 
worksheets in advance have been richer and more vibrant, and we’ve gotten into 
discussion much quicker. 



Moodle page. Gothicism, Romanticism and Revolution, 
2021-22 



Further consequences

• Students are now in the habit of bringing a device to access the worksheet 
online 

• Green impact (I only print worksheets for students who ‘opt-in’)

• Hyperlinks can be embedded in worksheets (for use before or after the 
seminar) 



Survey 
Data

How often do you access seminar 
worksheets before the seminar?

Always: 32%

Sometimes: 56%

Never: 12%



Indicative 
Responses

Why do you find it useful to access worksheets before the 
seminar, if you do?

• Allows me to deepen and expand my research beforehand 
in topics that will be discussed in seminars.

• It helps me to look at any questions, so I can begin to think 
about what i could say, and it helps me to provide more 
interesting ideas to the seminar as I have thought through 
some ideas in more detail beforehand

• To be able to read up on a secondary source that will be 
discussed before the seminar and reread sections that are 
relevant

• I can begin to consider the text in a way that will assist in 
seminar activities



Mental Health

My anxiety and slow 
processing can make it hard 

for me to provide meaningful 
answers or discussions if I am 

unable to think about it 
briefly beforehand.

I know what content is going 
to be studied so I feel more 

confident discussing the topic. 
I am less anxious.



Indicative 
Responses

How do you use worksheets after the seminar?

• To identify any points made in seminar discussions I 
want to expand upon in assignments and research. I also 
look back on the texts discussed or the extracts from 
other sources that I can look into as further reading

• If i write on the primary text discussed in seminar, i use 
the seminar worksheet as a starting place for research.

• Often to read over questions that will be/ are being 
asked in seminars, I find it easier to read them from a 
separate worksheet to process them than from the 
projector

• To identify any points made in seminar discussions I 
want to expand upon in assignments and research. I also 
look back on the texts discussed or the extracts from 
other sources that I can look into as further reading
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