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Last of the First Foo
James Pal mer

As | |l eave the house for the | ast t
Wit hout a shred of apprehension, dr

Despite the dark of the dank back ¢

Dancing around bins, caref ul with 1
I think back to strife, walking ahe
And | am warmed by pride against t1}
Kissing my round nose |ike a | oving

I had been throuwghf dhlad.dshi ps and di

The best of stress and daunting dut

Wher e | am t hess sdrae sns,on someone

Has been bl asted out in bombastic
With my populous, prolific, promisi
[ turn the brick corner, a bl and,

Reiteration of every other house r ¢
No god or deity has been here to bl

The terrace with an ani mal , being ¢



The wise one eyed sacrificial fathe
Found our affairs too much a bot her
To |isten to our heretic heartbeat

Sprawled upon cemented streets

Moreover the brave beautiful Dbl ood
Runs too thin in my mongrel veins:
Nat@r guardian turned into a dud

From hudmaenxippayndi ng domai ns

At the door, opened with the col d
Keys within my hands, | alone behol
Poorly timed, vi brant celebrations

For fighting our folkIloric foundat:

I check my digital, soulless watch
against the illuminated dar kness
With cash, coal, bread and scotch
I n a bag full of promised happines:

Mi dnight struck, the door opens to

And | step in, away from the mythic



E I Sol | bvducattce mal a

Charlie Mason
named the first one Julie.
IThe others: Joe, Sam, Mandy, Sue,
iwe went all theéemuayTotook Whs tablyl fdos
Nana always did |l ook after me. N a
trustworthy. R_(Ieliable. Tangi bl e. E

evening after, li nweodu Ibdo xo paennd twhhei sfpeel

im worried about mu m

doin tell anyone

but

she @diadome home until four this morning
i wrapped her in a blanket and | eft he

she st&i Inho vheads n
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ng he window, fi
perglued

a he ot
t l'id with a shaky fi

When mum disappear ed a&f odartehet elals

Sht only worry. Julie k@bewav®8heoals
wor d.

We | eft together.

She never compl ai ned, bu@ Il ikknee w
cold and the wet. The wool around
two.a Skhkhiver all through the night
and weighed down with rainwater

lat el | her stories of Maya to get

M n
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An El egy For My bNames

Engl and

Josh Clough
At your grave | weep,
A descendantihoung hose strung
Carried in chains over the valley
The speak of your peopl e
Those |lidgydd ivadspnyod real |l y?
[ nod, say true, as Hecate would
|l scream your name
A voice for a hundred called to b
Li dawbhoigepawns of evi | |
Speak, girl, and thou wil!/ be st ol
Living on superstition,
A reckless faith they said.
Dirt in jars; littl e black cat s;
A belief in something earthly.



Yet they carried you
By hand and bone
A scrawny <crone.
To Judgment ; Castl e,

Days of reckoning.

But today we celebrate you
Today we honour you

Today | weep.

By the Pendle Wi tches,

1a 1 carry on with our belief.
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WerewobEngl and
Woody Whittick

Your prim convention dictates how my

Sheepli ke, | must submit to grooming
Censor it to discreet riddance with
It does not pass muster. | ts periodi
How offensive it 1is

Mostly | am ®taunch, sanguine

But once a month (about bloody ti me)
against the pricks

Bristling, cursing, hackles rising w
ral state

[ wo-mgn up, up, relishing the rush,

Tugging at my fl esh,i nsyi deeroytbones,

Extruding muzzl e, whi sker s, fangs, c

| cast o fcimgt sheegp

Oh, how hairy I am (all the better

HY



My bisosd ers are with me
Di sordered, we flower when the moon
We muster at midnight, fell females

Spreading, strdeaomdnghilktnbdoeddy g hi ntibnea |l W

Fraying into affray, riding a feral
We take the offensive, pelting con)
flow of lupine lunacy,

Mar king our territory with a danger
ting it red

This time you call That time is Our
Your festering manliness does not I
| and

We wi || bl ow your house down

To you | am just a bit of tail, but
What big eyes | have, what big ears
I will eat you for breakfast

Wol f you down

Hi de

I am coming
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By midnight, nothing had changed,
ed to go ho For the past five h
dreams and sleep. Meanwktsi Isé ,deDad r e

iGeor gMunm ,whi WeEredoi ng to ®mead ho
I shook my head.
il a | be alright. 6You can say goodb

I shook my head again.

iGeorginapoSipé eanzienb | ed, pull ing m
iWek e not making it Gaemys dbaertddcrbutl |
quick gibbdbeerighto there with you
As | pull ed myself up, I could fe
overwhel med to the point o bouiseg
The roses, the toys, t he books, t |
The things that reminded me of saf
di@nvisit enough. I l oved visiting
just fe&lt so tired

Mum cl ut chedfildy o&kdalwe | dleir sper ed, g
to th@&shitbobe happy to see you,

I nodded; my body still frozen as

Alim going to getMumhiasnocme ejdy Hte dwa
to say 0goodbye.

[ |l ooked &veredt.o INamemas covered w
fluffed pillows as if it had been
from us was the bay window that | o
begun to wilt, with smal/l specks of

Nana | ooked peaceful, serene al mo
iGeor gi na, 0Dcacdmec aH d red,. He was sitt|
next to the bed, hil& &ak .facing tI

I knel t and | ooked at N &Ghoao, d blyeer,
Nana. | 0ll okvies syeodu .her forehead.
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